Adverse alteration of wound flora with topical negative-pressure therapy: a case report.
Topical negative pressure (TNP) has achieved widespread use in the treatment of problematic wounds. We report the case of a patient treated with TNP for groin-wound dehiscence following inguinal block dissection. During treatment, clinical signs of sepsis developed, in association with a progressively worsening anaerobic wound infection. This infection settled with antibiotic therapy and cessation of TNP treatment. We postulate that the air-free environment created by TNP potentiated the growth of the anaerobic bacteria, resulting in significant sepsis, and therefore recommend close surveillance of bacterial flora while using this therapy, particularly in susceptible patients.